'National Trust ‘fails

to see how certain

projects got approval’

Modern design has its place - and should stay there

THE National Trust of
Guernsey shares concerns
about the design of some
modern buildings.

Trust councillor lan Mo
Cathie said the group failed
to see how some projects had
been approved.

‘We have been concerned
over the last year or so that
some developments  have
gone through for which we
find it very difficult to see
how planning permission was
given,” he sald.

‘There are examples of
good modern design and we
are not a group of old fogies
who don't want change
Change happens, but it has to
be sensitive to the surround-
ings' he said.

The ‘snail house' at Le Bi.
gard, Forest, was a nice look-
ing place but the large slab of
glass” that had suddenly ap-
peared near Clifton overlook-
Ing Town was not, he said.

“One of the difficulties with
the old planning system was
that you dikn't always have
time to make your views
known,” sald Mr McCathie.
’;\\'e “WFCIW when
that one [Clifton ag\mﬁd
and at the sort of elop-
ment that the Environment
Department was allowing.'

The trust had been success-
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ful in asking for the original
plans to be reviewed for the
construction of apartments
at the back of its Cornet
Street property. This has now
been done with assistance
from the developer and the
new design was much better,
he said.

It did have concerns over
an application to demolish
and rebuild a property on the
headland at La Neuve Rue,
Albecq. “We recognise that
the existing building is not an
area of architecture that
needs protecting but we are

‘Change happens,
but it has to be
sensitive to the
surroundings’

National Trust of Guernsey
councillor lan McCathle

not happy with what has
been proposed and we have
appealed against it said Mr
McCathie.

Rob McGhee and Robin
Penna have started a petition
in protest at ‘architectural
eyesores” appearing in sensi-
tive locations.

Where to sign ‘eyesores’ petition...
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Mr McCathie said the trust
could not sign the petition en
bloc becauss some members
might not agree with it.

‘But we do share some of
the concerns that it raises.”

Mr McCathie said the trust
was keen to work with the
planning authority and that
some progress had  been
made.

“The new website is a bonus
as it allows people to study
planning applications In a
more effective way,” he said.

La Soclete Guemmesiaise
conservation officer Jamie
Hooper sai the body had spo-
ken about the matter but felt
its mandate was more about
the environment, wildlife,
record keeping and suchlike

“This is more to do with
public perception of new
bulldings and how they fit
into the landscape, which is
not really part of our remit.
he sakd.

‘We have worked closely
with the National Trust on
things such as The Town
Markets to ensure that the
historic value of the bullkling
was preserved,

‘We would encourage mem-
bers to have their say on
these modern buildings as in-
dividuals f they feel that
strongly about them.'




